OPEN LETTER FROM A BIPARTISAN GROUP OF FORMER LAWMAKERS TO THE SPEAKER AND
THE PRESIDENT REGARDING THE PROPOSED FENCE AT THE COLORADO STATE CAPITOL

March 18, 2021
Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President:
On March 17, the Denver Post reported plans to erect a permanent wrought iron fence around the Colorado capitol
building. The undersigned, a bipartisan group of former Colorado legislators, urges you to reconsider the substantive

and symbolic impact of placing a permanent fence around the People’s house.

Having worked in the building, we understand the importance of measures to protect the members, staff, and visitors
while on the Capitol grounds.

We also understand that in times of heightened security concerns, temporary measures may need to be taken that
insulate the capitol from the rest of the city.

But these considerations must be balanced with the fact that ours is a free and representative government, and
physical barriers between people and the leaders they elect sends the wrong message.

We further recognize that the right of peaceful protest is fundamental. We in no way endorse the acts of vandalism
directed at the Capitol last summer, but neither can we support using those events to justify measures that would

limit and restrict future peaceful gatherings and protests on the Capitol grounds.

If a permanent fence is put around the Capitol, Colorado will have lost something special: a deep and abiding

connection between its people and their government.

Thank you for your consideration.
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