A Bridge Too Far: Colorado Veterans United
Against the Governor’s Plan to Build Over
Sacred Ground

Joint Statement from the VFW, Disabled American Veterans,
Paralyzed Veterans of America, and Gold Star Wives

The leading veterans organizations of Colorado — the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW),
Disabled American Veterans (DAV), Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), and the Gold Star
Wives of America — stand together to express our unequivocal opposition to Governor
Polis’s proposed project to construct a bridge over the Lincoln Veterans Memorial Park at
the Colorado State Capitol.

This project is not merely an architectural endeavor; it is an affront to the sacred trust this
state holds with its veterans and their families. Lincoln Veterans Memorial Park is more
than green space. It is hallowed ground dedicated to the memory of those who served,
sacrificed, and, for many, never returned home. It is where Coloradans gather to honor
generations of service members — a sanctuary of solace, remembrance, and reverence.

Our Position Is Clear:

e The proposed bridge is unnecessary and disrespectful, threatening to cast its
shadow over ground consecrated by the memory of the fallen. This is not progress. It
is a symbol of disregard for the sacrifices of our veterans and their families.

e Lincoln Veterans Memorial Park is not simply a park; itis a living promise in stone
and soil. Built and preserved through the blood, sweat, and commitment of veterans
and their loved ones, its sanctity must not be compromised for political symbolism
or vanity projects.

e State records and statutes reaffirm this park’s role as a permanent memorial,
protected by law and by the ongoing commitment of Colorado to preserve it for
generations to come. Any plan to alter or intrude upon this space violates both the
spirit of that commitment and the trust of every veteran and family who believed this
ground would remain a place of undisturbed remembrance.

e Werecall moments in history when convenience was placed above reverence —
and the painful lessons that followed. To allow any part of this sacred space to be
sacrificed sets a dangerous precedent and sends the wrong message to future



generations: that political image or expediency outweighs collective memory and
sacred commitments.

e Veterans’ memorials must never be pawns in political or civic projects. Our
organizations — nonpartisan and rooted in service — have always stood guard over
these spaces, often volunteering to restore and maintain them when others would
not.

A Callto Conscience and Action

In recent memory, it was veterans and volunteers from our organizations who stepped
forward to guard and protect, and to restore dignity to these grounds after civic unrest left
them marred. We are not opposed to thoughtful development or infrastructure, but we are
steadfast in our defense of this park and the promise it represents.

We call on Governor Polis and all state leaders to abandon this ill-conceived project and
honor the solemn commitment this state has made to its veterans. There are alternative
paths to progress. None should cross the line of memory and sacrifice.

Our sacred spaces are not for sale, not for political show, and not to be paved over. They
are to be protected as the living legacy of those who served and sacrificed for the freedoms
we all enjoy.

We call upon our supporters to voice their opinion in the survey
at https://www.co150walkway.com/feedback we suggest voting "NO"
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